
Our Lady of Victories  

Dear Friends, 
 

As 2022 is coming to a close during this holy Christmas season, please accept my heartfelt thanks for all you do to 
help us serve those in need here at Life Choices Resource Center! 
 

 I am reflecting on many things that happened this past year.  Certainly the Dobbs decision reversing Roe v. Wade 
stands out; much work needs to be done in changing hearts and minds!  The midterm elections had many surpris-
es; we ask Our Lord to strengthen the United States of America and guide us in making decisions that will please 
God. And, most recently, I ponder the life-changing event of my dear Mom passing into eternity. 
 

As I reflect on my Mom, Josephine, and the faith she instilled in me, I remember her devotion to her patron, 
Saint Joseph, at this holy time of the year. There isn’t much in the Bible about this humble man; we do know of 
his protection and love of Our Blessed Mother and our Savior.  In reading our lead article this issue, and 

thinking about the beautiful gift of adoption, we remember how St.         
Joseph shielded Mary when he learned of her pregnancy with Jesus.  
Joseph, being the foster father of Jesus, loved Him as his own, and gave 
us the most precious example of LOVE itself.  The love we have for our 
children, whether biological or adoptees, and recognizing that all children 
are a gift from God, is God’s Grace to us. 
 

As we joyfully await the Coming of Our Lord, we pray that all mothers 
may welcome their babies, and may you be blessed this season with the 
Peace that only the Christ-Child can give! 

                   God love you,   Jo Ann 

Notes from the Chair 

(Continued pg.1)  Robert recalls the voice of the British gentleman who called him one day. He was a solicitor in London. “He 

said, there’s someone who would like to meet you. I think I might know your mother.”  After the initial shock Robert was 

eventually placed in contact with Sarah. 

   In their initial phone call, Robert recalls:  “I had some questions for her. I wanted to make sure we both had the right per-

son,” Robert explains. “I asked her if she remembered what I was wearing when I left for America. But she didn’t have any 

contact with me after 6 months and didn’t know where I was taken after that. Then she asked me if I had the religious med-

als she pinned to my blanket. I did! My parents had saved them for me.” 

   While Sarah remained on the phone, Robert raced upstairs to find the medals. Sarah was able to describe all of them in 

detail – The Blessed Mother, Jesus and Saint Anthony medals. Robert immediately offered to fly to Ireland to meet her, but 

when Sarah learned he had children of his own, she wanted to come to America to meet them as well. 

   As they sat in Robert’s living room, he still wanted to be certain. The only photo he had of himself as an infant was a sin-

gle grainy photo. When Robert asked Sarah if she had any photos of him as an infant, she pulled out a picture that would 

put all of his doubts to rest.  “The nurses must have cut me out of the photo and enlarged it to give to my adoptive parents. 

My birth mother pulled out the complete photo. That’s when I knew for certain she was my mother.” 

   When the topic of Robert’s son’s birth defect came up, Sarah unfortunately didn’t have any answers. She too was adopt-

ed and didn’t know her family’s medical history. Fortunately, she did know where to find Robert’s biological father. In 

short time Robert found himself in Ireland meeting family he didn’t know he had – uncles, cousins, and of course, his bio-

logical father, of whom Robert bore a remarkable resemblance. He also found the answer to the question which had started 

him on this journey. Apparently, most of the males in Robert’s family had the 

same birth defect. And much to his relief it was benign, and his son’s symptoms 

would resolve as he matured.  

   Robert counts himself extremely blessed – for the wonderful childhood his 

adoptive family provided him and for the relationship he was able to forge with 

his birth mother.  “I now have a relationship with my birth mom – 20 great years! 

Throughout my life, I never had any negative feelings about my birth mother, 

Robert continues. He pauses. “This is something I think you need to understand. 

Sometimes young people give up their children for many different reasons. It is 

truly the most selfless act a mother can do.” The emotion wells in Robert’s voice 

as he pushes himself to finish the thought. “Giving away your baby, not knowing 

if you’ll ever see him or her again just so they’ll have a better life...it’s                  

a tremendous act of love – not to be looked down upon, but to be praised.”   
        - Anna Acquaviva 
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Save the Date! 
 Sunday, February 19, 2023 

Pines Manor, Edison, NJ  (4pm—8pm) 

Life Choices Resource Center  
 Annual Charity Banquet & Tricky Tray  

 Please join us in  

honoring our 2023 
 

Faithful Servant 
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Action Pregnancy Center 

Ann D’Angiolillo 
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 ALL Free Services 

 

  24 Hour Help Line 
 

 Pregnancy Tests 
 

  Ultrasound  
 

  Mobile Unit  
 

  Peer Counseling 
 

  Material Aid 
 

  Abortion Recovery  
 

  Adoption Referrals 
 

 Housing Referrals 
 

 Medical Referrals 
 

 Breastfeeding 
Instruction/Consult 

 

 APR Reversal Info 

A Tremendous Act of Love  
   Robert stood nervously as he waited at the gate in Newark Airport. As the 

passengers poured out of the corridor, he looked at each of the older women 

wondering, could that be my mother?   Finally, a small woman standing 4’ 10” was 

the last to disembark. She was looking around at the crowd, and her expression of 

nervous anticipation matched that of Robert’s. 

   Robert was 39 when he finally met his birth mother. As he wrapped his arms 

around the stranger in the airport, he still wasn’t entirely sure that Sarah was his ac-

tual mother.  

   Growing up, Robert lived an exciting and idyllic life. Adopted at the age of 18 

months from an orphanage in Ireland by Cathy and Bob in the 1960s, his family of-

ten moved about the United States due to his fa-

ther’s occupation, working security detail for the 

U.S. government. Robert always knew that he and 

his two siblings were adopted. 

   “For us being adopted was a badge of honor,” 

Robert recalls. “We always knew we were wanted 

children. Someone wanted us badly, and that was a 

good thing.” 

When he was six, the family moved to Australia. It 

was there that his curiosity about his origins were 

peaked. In a small town of only 400 residents, 

there were several families of Irish descent. Know-

ing he had been born in Ireland, Robert felt an im-

mediate connection.  “I gravitated to the kids in 

my class that were Irish.” 

   Eventually, his family moved back to the United States and throughout Robert’s 

life, from time to time he would inquire about his birth mother.  “It’s natural to won-

der who you are and where you come from,” explains Robert. “My parents never hid 

this from me, but they would speak in generalities. Y our mom was probably young 

and not married....”  

   It wasn’t until Robert was married and had a son of his own when learning about 

his biological family went from being a mere curiosity to an urgent necessity.  “My 

son was diagnosed with a birth-defect – a cyst on his brain. We needed to know my 

family’s medical history. The doctor basically said, either find out your medical his-

tory or we have to do brain surgery to remove it.” 

   Robert immediately set out on a mission to find his biological family. He took a 

week off from work and took to the latest technology of the time – the Internet. He 

began posting inquiries to online bulletin boards for towns close to the orphanage 

from where he was adopted. What he didn’t know at the time, his birth mother had 

asked her nephew to help her find her son. It was through a post to an online bulletin 

board that they would ultimately find each other. (continued pg. 3) 

Mission Statement:   The Mission of Life Choices Resource Center is to promote and defend the sanctity of all 

human life, born and unborn, through the provision of abortion-alternative services and resources that empower 

mothers and families to CHOOSE LIFE.  We provide loving help, hope and healing, recognizing that each human 

being is made in the Image and Likeness of God, and we value each LIFE as His GIFT. 

December 2022 

“In him 

was life, and 

the life 

was the light

 of men."    

 

-John  1:14 



 

Your Christmas Shopping on Amazon!!! 
Make sure you log into smile.amazon.com and search 

Life Choices Resource Center Inc., Metuchen 
and make us your Charity of Choice this holiday season!  

Every PENNY counts towards Helping us  

Serve God’s Children!!! 

THANK YOU!   
We were blessed with several “Carpet Angels”  

to help with the replacement of our carpet!   

As always GOD PROVIDES!    

Tributes to Our Loved Ones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Loving Memory  of  
James Vokral 

By: Debbie Vokral 
 

In Loving Memory of  
Giselle Esquivel 
By: Rene Cordero 

 

In Honor of Geraldine  
& Jim Jacobs 80th Birthdays 

By: Lucy Massone and  
Theresa Smith  

 

In Loving Memory of  
Catalino Cheng 
By:  Marie Cheng 

 

In Loving Memory of 
Robert LaRouche 
By: Carol LaRouche 

 

In Memory of  
Irene Cwiekalo 
By: Arlene Botti 

 

In Memory of  
Roslyn Macchia 

By: Anthony Macchia 
 

In Honor of  
Michael Gilligan 

By: Beverly Brachocki 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Patricia Phillips &  
Madelyn Aquilino 
By:  Mary McNerney 

 
In Loving Memory of  

Joseph E. Dolinski 
By: Marie Dolinski 

 

In Loving Memory of 
John P. Murray 
By: Kathy Murray 

 

In Honor of Don & Phyllis’ 
50th Wedding Anniversary 
and Phyllis’ 70th Birthday  
By: Don & Phyllis Tagliareni 

 
In Honor of Gerry  

Anderson’s 80th Birthday 
By: Kathy Murray 

 
In Loving Memory of  

Josephine Birardi 
By: Nancy Duffy, Emily Hayes, 

Mike & Bernadette Gilligan 
and John & Vicki Gostell, 

Joan Conover 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Mildred Trapanese 

 By: Arlene & Tom Botti and  
Dorothy Ubelhoer 

 

In Memory of  
Agnes Glova 

By: Marie Durso 

In Memory of  
Marianne Gaudio 

By:  Mike & Bernadette Gilligan 
and Patricia Bixel 

 

In Loving Memory of  
Timothy Dowling 

By: Bill & Kathy Dowling 
 

 
 
 

In Memory of  
Claire Scapardine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By: Our Life Choices Family 

Tributes - Gifts of Hope 
 What better way to remember a loved one,   honor 

someone special or acknowledge a special event?  
I am enclosing a gift of hope in the  amount of 

$_______ 
 

This gift is__________________________________ 

(In Memory of, In honor of, Birthday gift, to Celebrate…) 

Send Acknowledgment to: 

Name:_____________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________ 

Town, State Zip:______________________________ 

My Name:_________________________________ 

My Address:_________________________________ 

Phone:_____________________________________ 

To send your own tribute, clip form and mail it with your donation to:     
Life Choices RC, 503 Main Street, Metuchen, NJ 08840 

LCRC 2022 Statistics 
 

Babies SAVED - 20  
   (that we can confirm!) 

Office Visits - 850 

Ultrasounds - 62 

Pregnancy Tests - 69 

Material Needs - 362 clients 

New Baby Births - 33 

Miscarriages - 12 

Prayers - countless 



Christmas Blessings Newsletter 2022 
            
 Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
             Amount $_____________________   Check ________________  Phone #:_____________________ 

 
             Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
             Card # ___ ___ ___ ___   - ___ ___ ___ ___ - ___ ___ ___ ___ -  ___ ___ ___ ___    Exp Date: ____________ 

 

 Email ______________________________________ Parish__________________________________________               

To Donate Online Go To: www.LifeChoicesRC.com  
Mail Checks to:  Life Choices Resource Center, 503 Main Street, Metuchen, NJ 08840 

If you would like to become a Monthly Donor, please call 732-516-0911 

 

Walk BIG 

for LIFE 

2022 

 

Thank you from the bottom of our 

hearts for making our day SO Special!  

YOU all Walked BIG for the Babies! 
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“In each child God 
whispers a new      

secret to the world; 
 

adds a new                
dimension of            

immortality to       
creation."  

 

-Ven. Fulton Sheen 

  

  

  

  

503 Main Street 

Metuchen, NJ 08840 

LifeChoices@Optonline.net 

(732) 516-0911 

www.LifeChoicesRC.com 
 

Board of Directors             

 Jo Ann Gerling, Board Chair 

 Michael Gilligan, Treasurer 
 Deacon Robert Gerling, Secretary 

 Dr. Angela Lanfranchi, Director 

 Dr. Jeffrey T. Beauchamp, 
  Medical Director 

 Judy Baldwin, RN, Medical Advisor 

 Sam Convery, Esq. Legal Advisor      

 Debbie Vokral, Advisor  

 Staff 

Carolyn Glodek, Dir. Client Services  

Virginia Palmer, Office Administrator  

Christine Riggio, Dir. Office Operations 
Jamie Ippolito-Trott,  Dir. Of 

Ultrasound, Clinic Manager  

Elaine Yunker, Dir. Of Outreach  

Fr. David Skoblow , Spiritual Advisor 

Meet our Consultant… Mimi “Walking With Moms in Need” 
   Each Wednesday Mimi’s phone remains close at hand, knowing that at any moment a mother in 

distress might reach out. It is on this day of the week that she volunteers as a consultant at Life 

Choices, offering women who are going through extremely difficult and emotional circum-

stances, a kind ear and wise counsel rooted in truth and charity. Mimi’s wealth of compassion and 

understanding was cultivated through her own experience when in 2009, her 19-year-old daughter 

was faced with an unplanned pregnancy.  

   “I thought, ‘Oh my gosh, she’s so young,’” Mimi recalls. “The situation was really complicated, 

and my daughter had just started her first year of college.” 

   Feeling distraught and not knowing where to turn, Mimi reached out to the prayer group at her church. There a wom-

an named Marie, who was responsible for the prayer line, took Mimi under her wing, guiding her in helping her daugh-

ter. It was later that Mimi would learn that Marie was a volunteer consultant at Life Choices. 

   “Marie wanted to help us in any way she could. She was absolutely amazing. By the grace of God, and many prayers, 

I now have a beautiful 13-year-old granddaughter. It was through this experience of supporting my own daughter that I 

realized how important it is to ‘walk’ with mothers in need.” 

   Since 2014, Mimi has walked with many mothers at Life Choices, sharing her own experience to help them under-

stand the value of choosing life for their children. 

   “Clients often tell me all the reasons they think they should have an abortion – usually the timing isn’t right or a baby 

just wasn’t part of their life’s plan. I try to speak the truth to them in love,” Mimi explains. “No woman ever regrets 

having her child. But we know that abortion kills a baby and harms women spiritually, emotionally and physically.”  

Coming from a large family of her own, Mimi likens Life Choices Resource Center to a big, beautiful family. The en-

ergy and joy that emanates from the office is palpable, and welcoming clients into this family is particularly special for 

her. 

“When I talk to a client on the phone, I’m confident we can help her through her crisis. I know that the Life Choices 

family will provide them with whatever they need and will be there for them even after their baby is born.” 

Through God’s infinite grace, Mimi has experienced the joys that go along with being an important part of prolife min-

istry – from meeting the babies of her clients, to being present at an ultrasound appointment when a mother sees her 

baby for the first time.  
“A ‘save’ feels like the greatest thing in the world. I learned just yesterday one of my clients decided to CHOOSE LIFE 
for her baby. It’s all God. Praise God. All glory goes to God,” Mimi beams. “I’m so thankful that God can use me as an 
instrument to share His Word.”   Mimi Romeo, Consultant 

- Anna Acquaviva 

Check us 

out online!    

Follow us 

on FB & 

Instagram 

Donate here  


